62 


ASYLUM NOTES. 


of these nerve hills in tubes seems to have for its object the 
gaining of distinctness and definiteness of impression, so 
the inclosure of the macula; within the semicircular canals 
seems to have the same object. It is significant that each 
macula is situated at the end of a canal, and this suggests 
that the canal is a kind of conduit to carry off vibrations 
after they have made their impression on the macula; and, 
further, that if interference of vibration occurs, it occurs at 
a point distant from the macula. Confusion of sound is thus 
avoided. The inference from physiological experiment, 
that these structures have for their special object the main¬ 
tenance of equilibrium, has always seemed to me open to 
most serious objections. 

Dr. J. P. Crozer Griffith. —I would ask whether the 
asthmatic attacks to which reference has been made pre¬ 
ceded the attack of vertigo, or were of recent occurrence. 
Are they still present? Does the vertigo continue? 

Dr. Mettler. —The asthmatic attacks began with the 
attack of rheumatism in 1876, and have been present ever 
since. The vertigo disappeared in about one week after I 
first saw her. There is now nothing the matter with the 
woman except the heart trouble, the asthmatic attacks and 
the total loss of hearing on one side. 


Asylum IJjotcs. 


At a Special Session of the State Commission in Lunacy, 
held at the Capitol, in the city of Albany, on the 
eighteenth day of November, 1890. 

It having been made to appear that 

(a) A custom has long prevailed, without authority of 
law, although sanctioned by long usage, in various institu¬ 
tions in the State for the care and treatment of the insane, 
of permitting patients to temporarily leave the institutions 
to visit friends, or to go out “on trial,” for a time not fixed 
and entered on the books of the institutions and extending 
over indefinite periods, sometimes even more than a year; 
and 

It having been made to appear that 
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( b) Due diligence has not always been exercised to 
discover the whereabouts of insane patients who have 
escaped, and to promptly secure their return, long inter¬ 
vals often elapsing between the date of escape and return ; 
and 

(<r) Patients suffering from insanity being liable to 
recover at any time, and deprivation of liberty being justi¬ 
fiable only so long as insanity exists, and where long 
intervals are permitted to elapse between the date of parole 
or escape and the date of return of patients to an institu¬ 
tion, the possibility may arise of their being re-confined 
when not insane, by reason of recovery during such inter¬ 
val ; it is hereby 

Ordered: r. That no insane patient while in the 
custody of an institution, be permitted to go upon parole 
who in the judgment of the Medical Superintendent is 
homicidal, suicidal, destructive or dangerous either to him¬ 
self or others. 

2. That no parole be granted for a greater period than 
thirty days, exclusive of the date thereof, and that the fol¬ 
lowing entries relating to said parole be made in the 
patient’s history in the “case book”: Date of parole, place 
or places where patient may go, and, if paroled to the care 
of a person, the name rfnd residence of such person, and 
the date when such parole is to end. 

3. That upon the escape of a patient, prompt and vigor¬ 
ous measures be taken to secure his return ; relatives or 
other persons responsible for the commitment of such per¬ 
son must immediately be notified in writing, and where 
possible, by telegraph, and the date of the escape and pro¬ 
ceedings taken in relation thereto must be entered in the 
“case book” at once. 

4. A patient who has been paroled, or who has escaped, 
if not returned to the institution on the thirtieth day, ex¬ 
clusive of the date of parole or escape, must be discharged 
from the books upon that day, and thereafter a notice of 
such discharge by parole or escape must be forwarded to 
the Commission, but not otherwise, and such patient must 
not be re-admitted except upon a new medical certificate 
of lunacy, the cost of which and of the return of the 
patient (except in the case of private institutions by special 
agreement) must be borne by the institution. 

5. But nothing in this order contained shall be con¬ 
strued to justify the relaxation of diligence at the expiration 
of thirty days from the date of escape to secure the appre- 
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hension of an escaped patient, nor, in the case of a patient 
confined in a State Hospital, shall this order be held to 
justify charging the highest rate by reason of a return upon 
a new medical certificate made necessary by absence for a 
greater period than thirty days upon a parole or escape, 
and the time of such absence shall be estimated as a part 
of the time during which the highest rate can be charged if 
the escape or parole occurred during such time. 

6. Nothing in this order contained shall be construed to 
permit a patient held on a “criminal order” to be paroled, 
or discharged in case of escape. 

By the Commission : T. E. McGarr, 

Secretary. 


At a Special Session of the State Commission in Lunacy, 
held at the Capitol, in the city of Albany, on the 
eighteenth day of November, 1890. 

Ordered : 1. That each insane patient be permitted to 
write to some relative or friend once in two weeks, and 
oftener if necessary, in the discretibn of the Medical Super¬ 
intendent. In the case of patients unable for any cause to 
write, the Medical Superintendent must direct some proper 
person to write for such patients at suitable intervals, if 
they so desire. All letters must be forwarded at once, 
unless they are obscene, profane, illegible or too incoherent 
to be understood, and the postage must be furnished by the 
institution, if relatives or friends are unable to provide the 
same. 

2. All letters detained because ^of obscenity, profanity 
or for other reasons, must be forwarded at once to the 
office of the State Commission in Lunacy, and reasons for 
the detention must be briefly stated in each case by en¬ 
dorsement upon the envelope. 

3. All letters addressed to the Governor, Attorney- 
General, Judges of Courts of Record, District Attorneys or 
the State Commissioners in Lunacy must be forwarded at 
once, without examination. 

By the Commission : T. E. McGarr, 

Secretary. 



